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Anecdotes of the Right Hon. Fohn Dunning, Lord Afh- 


burton. 


ORD ASHBURTON was the eldeft fon of Mr, Dun- 
ning, an attorney in Afhburton, who, with a {mail patri- 
mony and tolerable good bufinefs as a pra€tifing attorney lived 
very refpe&tably in his neighbourhood. It was the original 
intention of his father, when the fon was called to the bar, to 
fettle him in his own neighbourhood, where they could affift 
each other in their different departments ; but young Dun- 
ning felt the force of his abilities before that event took 
place, and wrote to his father, if he would allow him but 
one hundred pounds per year for fome time, he was in hopes 
of puthing his fortune with much more fuccefs in London 
than the country. The father at firft was much averfe to this 
experiment : He at laft confented, and the event juftified the 
grounds of his fon’s application. 

There are many people now living who remember Dun- 
ning’s fingular application as a ftudent in the Middle 
Temple: He had chambers up two pair of ftairs in Pump 
Court, and it was his cuftom, both then and fome years after 
he was called to the bar, to read from an early hour in the 
morning till late in the evening, without ever once going out 
of his chambers, or permitting the lounging vifits (a too 
conftant pragtice) of his fellow ftudents. e then either 
dined (or rathér made his dinner and fupper together) at the 
Grecian or George’s Coffce-houfe, and bore his part in the 
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good fenfe and pleafantries of the table with very diftin. 
guifhed abilities. 

From his not frequenting the courts conftantly after he 
was called to the bar, to his extreme modefty (which, by the 
bye, long practice and fuccefs afterwards entirely cured,) and 
perhaps partly to his d’abord, which neither befpoke fenfe or 
addrefs, he was three years at the bar before he received one 
hundred guineas; the fourth year he received nearly one 
thoufand pounds. 

Accident bore a part in this latter rife: Mr. Dunning 
was known to the late Laurence Sullivan, Efq. (long a Di- 
rector, and many times Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
the Eaft India Company) asa barrifter of rifing talents in his 
profeffion, and of a very acute and logical underftanding ; 
through his intereft he was employed in drawing up a me- 
morial on a difpute between the Englifh and Dutch in the 
Eaft Indies; relative to fome infults which had been offered to 
the Britifh flag by the commanders of the Dutch fhips, and 
for the detention of many of our vellels, which were feized 
and ftopped contrary to the treatics which fubfifted between 
the two nations. 

This memorial, which produced a conciliating anfwer and 
proper redrefs from their High Mightinelfes, has been often 
{poken of as a mafter piece of language and reafoning, and 
was fo pe rfeily fatistaétory both to government and the Eatt 
Ind : Company, that tt. i is faid the latter prefented him with 
a Ba ink note of five hundred po unds; but his beft profits in 
this bufinefs lay 1n. the fame whic .; it " produced him. Every 
body who knew the tranfaétion {poke of it and praifed it ; he 
became oftenfible to the public for high talents, and his pro- 
feflion afforded him: aconftant fecurity for having thofe 
talents well emploved. 

A little atter this Wailkes began to make a confide orable 
figure in the political world; and was the caufe either 


dire€ily or re , of drawing out many charaéters to 
very confiderable fituatiéns : Dunning ina degree partook of 
this favourable opportunity ; his talents as a lawyer ot 
acknowledged merit and conftitutional principles were well 
known, and fo many occafions prefented themfelyes on trials 
and. cafes of various..kinds, that the name, of Dunning 
founded confiderably and diflinétly in the general ery of 


Wilkes and Lib rly. 


To enumerate the many. great caufes which this eminent 
lawyer -difiinguibhed himielf. in, would be entering too 
-eply Into tiic minute of pz teflon: Is is fufficient to {ay, 
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if he was not the very firft man, he was moft certainly in the 
firft line, in Weftminfter Hall. His pra€tice, fome years 
before he relinquifhed the bar, was computed to be between 
‘feven and eight thoufand pounds per year: He had three 
hundred pounds more than once for attending the Weftern 
Circuit, and one hundred pounds for a fingle trial at the Old 
Bailey. 

He was appointed Solicitor General fo early as 1767, and 
there was no doubt of his rifing to the firft honours of the 
bar, if political connections did not draw him afide. He 
went out of office about two years alter wards with his friend 
and patron the prefent Marquis of Laufdowne, and added no 
further honours to his prattice than the Recorderfhip of 
Briftol ; aplace that fc: rcely pays the expences of the. half 
yearly vifitation, but which has been always confidered as. a 
feather in the cap of a lawyer. 

On the change of Miniftry in 1782 Mr. a was 
appointed, through the intereft of his — the Marquis ot 
Lanfdowne, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancafter ; and, 
by his Sovereign, created a Peer by the title of Baron Ath- 
burton. his laft promotion clofed his labours at the bar, 
which were as honourable to him in — of integrity, as they 
were re{plenc lent in point of abilit His conititution, not 
perhaps originally good, worn down “by indefatigable labour 
in his-profeflion, yielded to a decline, and he died the next 
year after his laff promotion on a vifitto his native place, at 
the age of near filty-two. : 

He has left an only fon behind him, about fixteen years of 
age, whois reckoned by fome of the beft judges a lad of 
very fingular abilities. 

All thofe who remember the perfon and addrefs of this 
very celebrated Jawyer muff agree how unpromifing they 
were of the abilities he poffefled: A thick, fhort, uncom- 
patted man, a iallow countenance, turned up nofe, a conftant 
thake of the head,'with a heétic cough which fo frequently 
interrupted the ftream of his eloquence, that to any other 
man this fingle deteét would be a material impediment in his 
profeffion ; and yet, with all thefe perfonal drawbacks, he no 
fooner opened a caufe which re quired any exertion of talent; 
than his mind, like the fun, broke forth inthe full meridian 
of its brightnefs: His whole charaéter then only paffed 
through the medium of the ear; and he muft be a hardy 
caxconth 3 mdeed who would not, upon thofe occafions, wilh 
to be fuck a-rman as Dunning. 
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His elocution was as once Juent, élegant, and fubftantial, 
and partook more of the knowledge of conftitutional law than 
that derived trom the old books and reporters ; not that he 
was deficient in all the depths of his profefion, when an ’ 
abfolute neceflity called him out (his praife being that ef the 
belt common lawyer as well as the beft common orator of his 
time ;) but fpeaking of his general eloquence, it partook 
more of the fpirit than the letter of laws. 

His di€tion was of the pureft and moft claffical kind ; not 
borrowed from any living model of his time, either in'the 
fenate or at the bar ; it was his own particular formation; 
and if it had any fhade, it was perhaps its not being familiar 
enough, at times, to the common ear: He was, however, 
mafter of various kind of files, and poffeffed abundance of 
wit and humour, which often not only “ fet the Court in a 
roar,’ but drew {miles from the gravity of the Bench. 

His more finifhed fpeeches in the Houle of Commons, and 
as a pleader before the bar of the Houfe of Lords, were many 
of them fine models of eloquence: He pofleffed the copia | 
verborum {o fully that he feldom wanted aword ; and when 
he did, he had great finefe in concealing it from his auditory, 
by repeating fome parts of his laft fentences by way of illuf- 
tration: Nobody had this management better, as by it he re- 
eovered the proper arrangement of his ideas, without any 
vifible interruption in his difcourfe. 

If we were to fingle out any of thofe orations which more 
than ufually diftinguifhed this great lawyer, we would per- 
haps feleét that which he fpoke at the bar of the Houfe of 
Lords on the late Lord Pomfret’s lead mines. He fpoke, 
three hours and a half inthis caufe, and fo powerfully as to 
obtain a rehearing for his client: Lord Pomfret was prefent 
during the whole time, and it was curious, as it was creditable 
to the caufe of talents, to fee his Lordfhip, one oi the 
proudeft of the Peerage, bowing fo refpeétfully to the 
pleader (as marks of his thorough approbation} during the 
courfe of the heariag : He was not fatisfied even with thele 
acknowledgments ; but when Dunning ended, he haiftily 
gaffed through the bar, and fhaking him by the hand, in all 
the extacy of admiration, poured out fuch compliments on 
the orator, as forced him to plead the neceflity of his im- 
mediately going home to recruit his wafte of fpirits. 

Such was Dunning—from one who viewed him for many 
years through the walks of public life, and who feels’a plea- 
fure in {peaking tothe memory of a man, whom he thinks 
has not been fufficiently noticed. A nearer view of him will 
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be feen.in the following fketch, drawn by that mafterly 
portrait-painter, the late Right Honourable Edmund Burke, 
in a {peech which he delivered to his conftituents at Briflol, 
inthe year 1780, on the Popith and penal laws : ; 

““ The feconder was worthy of the mover and the 
motion—it was Mr. Dunning, Recorder of this city. I fhall 
fay. the lefs of him, becaufe his near relation to you makes 
you more particularly acquainted with his merits; but 
I fhould appear little acquainted with them, or little fenfible 
of them, if I could utter his name on this occafion, without 
expreling my efteem for his charaéter. I am not afraid of 
offending a moft learned body, and moft jealous of its repu- 
tation for that learning, when I fay, he is'the firft in his pro- 
feffion ;, it is a point fettled by thofe who fettle every thing 
elfe; and I muft add (what I am able to fay from my own 
long and clofe obfervation,) that there is not a man of any 
profeffion, or in any fituation, of a more ereét and indepen- 
dent [pirit ; of a more proud honour, a more manly mind, a 
more firm and determined integrity.” 

(To be concluded in our next.) 





— ae 


Extratts from “ A Fournal.of Occurrences at the Temple 
during the Confinement of Lows XVI.” lately publifhed 
by M. Clery, the King’s Valet-de-Chambre. 


(Continued from Page 211.) 


* OR three days before Chriftmas, the King was more 

engaged than ufual tn writing. At this time a defign 
was formed of detaining him at the Feuillans for a day ortwo, 
that they might pafs fentence without adjourning. I had 
even received orders to be ready to attend him, and to collett 
what he might want; but the defign was given up. On 
Chriftmas day his Majefty wrote his will.” 

[A copy of the affecting will of this unfortunate monarch 
was inferted in our 21ft vol. vide page 180. } 

“On the 26th of December, the King was conduéted 
the fecond time to the bar of the Affembly : I had taken care 
to have the Queen apprized of it, that fhe might not be 
alarmed by the drums, and the movements of the troops. 
His Majeity fet out at ten o’clock in the morning, and re- 
turned at five in the evening, ftill in the cuftody of Cham- 
bon and Santerre. In the evening, juft as the King got up 
from fupper, M. de Malefherbes, M. de Séze, and M. Tron- 
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chet, arrived; He requefted them to take fome refrefhment, 
which was accepted only by M.. de Séze ;: to whom his Ma- 
jefty expreffed his acknowledgments for the trouble he had 
taken in his fpeech of that day :.The gentlemen then with- 
drew to the cabinet. 

** The next day his Majefty condefcended.to give me his 
defence, which had been printed, after afking the muni¢ipal 
officers if he might doit without imprepriecty. The com. 
miffioner, Vincent, a builder, who: had rendered every fer- 
vice in his power to the Royal Family, undertook to. convey 
a copy of it fecretly to the Queen. When the King was 
thanking him for executing this little: commiflion, he availed 
himfelf of the opportunity to afk his Majefty for fomething 
which he might keep as having belonged to ‘him. ° The 
King untied his cravat, and made hima prefent of it. \ Ano- 
ther time, he gave his gloves to one who afked them fromthe 
fume motive. Even in the eyes of many who guarded him, 
thefe fpoils had already become facred. 

* On the 1ft of January, I went to the King’s bed fide} 
and in a low voice begged his permiffion to prefent him with 
my moft ardent wifhes for the termination of his misfortunes. 

I atcept your good withes,’ faid he in an affeétionate man- 
ner, giving me one of his hands, which I kiffed and bathed 
with my tears.. As foon as he was up, he requefted a:mu- 
nicipal officer to. go and afk how ‘his family were, and to 
prefent them with his beft wifhes for the new year. The mu- 
micipal officers were foftened at the manner in which thefe 
affecting words, as they referred to the fituation of the King, 
were fpoken. “ Why,’ faid one of them to me, when his 
Majefty had returned to his chamber, ‘ Why does not he 
afk .to fee his family ? Now that -the proceedings are gone 
through, there could be no dificulty inthe way ; but he 
muft apply to the Convention.”” The municipal officer who 
had gone with the mefiage to the Queen’s apartments, now 
returned, and informed his Majefty that his tamily thanked 
him for his good wifhes, and fent him their’s. °“ What a 
New-year’s day !’ faid the King. 

*“ The fame evening, 1 took the liberty of remarking to 
him, that I was almoft {ure of the confent of the Convention, 
if his Majefty would afk to be allowed to fee his family. 
* Ina few days,’ faid the King, ‘ they will not refufe me 
tha confolation : I muft wait.’ , 

““ The nearer the hour of _ pronouncing judgment ap- 
proached, if the proceeding againft the King can be- fa 
called, the more were my fears and anguifh increafed ; I put 
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athoufand queftions to the municipal officers, and all their 
anfwers added to my terrors. My wife ftill came every week 
to fee me, and gave me an exaét account of what was pafling 
in Paris.. Thespublic opinion appeared always favourable to 
the King, and even burft out loudly at the theatres Frangois 
and Vaudeville. At the reprefentation of the piece called 
* L’Ami des Loix’ at the former, every allufion to his Ma- 
jefty’strial was caught and received with the moft unbounded 
applaufe. At the latter; one of the charaétersin © La Chafte 
Suzanne,’ fays to: the two old mien, “ How can you be ac- 
cufers and judges at the fame time ?’—The audience forced 
the player to repeat this paflage feveral times over. I gave 
the King a copy of L’Amides Loix. I often told him, and 
indeed had almoft perfuaded myfelf, that the members of the 
Convention, divided againft one another, would only fen- 
tence him to confinement or banifhment.: ‘ May they,’ re- 
plied his Majefty, * aét with that moderation to my family $ 
I have no fear but for them.’ 

‘* Some perfons gave me to underftand, by means of my 
wife, that a confiderable fum, lodged with M. Parifot, the 
editor of the daily paper, was at the King’s difpofal, con- 
cerning which I was defired to apply to him for orders, and 
that the fum fhould be paid into the hands of M. de Male- 
fherbes, if agreeableto his Majefty. I gave the King an ac- 
count of it. “ Thank thofe perfons in my name,’ replied 
he, ‘ I cannot accept their generous offers, it would endan- 
ger them’. I begged him at leaft to {peak of it to M. de 
Malefherbes, which he promifed me to do. ; 

“ The correfpondence between their Majefties was fill 
kept up.; andthe King being informed that Madame Royale 
was ill, continued very uneafy for fome days ; till the Queen, 
after much entreaty, obtained the attendance of M. Brunier, 
phyfician of the children of France, on which his mind 
feemed to be relieved. 

““ On Tuefday the 15th of January, the day before the 
King was to receive judgment, his Counfel came to him as 
ufual ; when M. de Séze and M. Tronchet apprized his Ma. 
jefiy of their abfence the next day. 

On Wednefday morning, the 16th, M. de Maletherbes 
flaid.a confiderable:time with the King, and told his Majefty 
as he.weut away that .he would come and give him an ac- 
count:of the votes as foon as he knew the refult of them ; 
but the Gtting being prolonged at night to a very late hour, 
thedecree was not pronounced till the morning of the 17th. 
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** In the evening of the 16th, at fix o’clock, four munici- 
pal officers entered the room, and read a decree of the Com- 
mune to the King, importing in fubftance—* that he fhould 
be kept in fight, night and day, by the faid four municipal 
officers, and that. two of them fhould ftay all night by his 
bed fide.--The King afked if the judgment had been pro- 
nounced ; one of them (du Roure) having firft feated him- 
felf in the armed-chair that belonged to his Majefty, who 
was ftanding, anfwered that he did not trouble himfelf about 
what was pafling at the Convention, but, however, he had 
heard fay that they were ftill voting. A few moments after, 
M. de Malefherbes came in, and informed the King that the 
votes were not all yet taken. 

“* At this time, the chimney of a chamber, where the 
wood-carrier* of the Temple Palace lodged, took fire. A 
confiderable crowd got into the court.. A municipal officer 
im great alarm ran in to defire M. Malefherbes to retire im- 
mediately ; he went away after afluring the King that he 
would return to let him know the judgment. I then afked 
the municipal. officer what it was that frightened him ?— 
* The Temple is fet on fire’ faid he; ‘ it has been done on 
purpofe to fave Capet in the tumult ; but I have had the 
walls furrounded by a ftrong guard.’ We foon heard that 
the fire was extinguifhed, and that it had arifen from a mere 
accident. 

“ On Thurfday, January 17th, M. de Malefherbes came, 
about nine o’clock in the morning: I ran to meet him: 
* All is loft,’ faid he; ‘ the King is condemned.’ The 
King, who faw him coming, rofe to receive him. The Mi- 
nifter threw himfelf at his feet; his voice was fufled with 
fobs, and, for feveral moments, he could not utter a word. 
The King raifed him, and preffed him to his bofom with 
warmth. M. de Malefherbes then made known to hum the 
decree fentencing him to death. The King fhewed no mark 
of furprife or agitation ; he feemed affeéted only at the grief 
of that venerable old man, and even endeavoured to canfole 
him. 

** M. de Malefherbes gave his Majefty an account of the 
refult of the votes. Informers, relations, perfonal enemies, 
laity, clergy, abfent. members, had indifcriminately given 
their opinions ; yet, notwithftanding this violation of all 
forms, thofe who were for death, fome asa political neceflity, 
others pretending to believe the King really guilty, amounted 

to 
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toa majority of FIVE ONLY. ‘Several members had voted 
for death conditionally to be fufpended. A new call of 
votes upon this queftion had been refolved ; and it was to be 
prefumed that the voices of thofe who were for. pofponin 
the perpetration of the regicide, joined to the fuffrages. sa 
the fentence being capital, would have formed the majority» 
But at the gates of the Aflembly, affaffins, devoted to. the 
Duke of Orleans, andto the deputies of Paris, by their. cries 
terrified, and with their poignards menaced, whoever fhould 
refufe, to become an accomplice ; and thus, whether. from 
flupefaétion or indifference, the capital did not dare, or did 
not chufe, to make a fingle attempt to fave their King. 

““ M. de Malefherbes was preparing to go: The King 
defired, and was permitted to {peak with him in private. He 
took him to his clofet, fhut. the door, and remained about an 
hour alone with him. His Majefty then conduéted him to 
the outer door, defired he would return early in the even- 
ing, and not forfake him in his laft moments. ‘ The grief 
of this good old man has deeply affe&ted me,’ faid the King 
to me as he came back to his chamber, where I was waiting 
for him. 

* From the arrival of M. de Malefherbes I had been 
feized with a trembling through my whole frame; however, 
I got every thing ready for the King to fhave. He put on 
the foap himfelf, ftanding up and facing me while I held his 
bafon.. Forced to ftifle my feelings, 1 had not yet had refo- 
lution to look at the face of my unfortunate mafter ; but my 
eyes now catching his accidentally, my tears ran over in 
{fpiteof me. I know not whether feeing me in that ftate put 
the King in mind of his own fituation or not, but he fud- 
denly turned very pale: At the fight, my knees trembled 
and my ftrength forfook me; the King, perceiving me ready 
to fall, caught me by both hands, and, prefling them warmly, 
faid, in a gentle- voice "Come, mor? courage.’ He was 
obferved; the depth of . my affliction was manifefted by my 
filence, of which he feemed fenfible. His countenance was 
re-animated, he fhaved himfelf with compofure, and I then 
dreffed him. 

(To be continued.) 





Mysterious TALE resrecrinc 4 YOUNG LADY. 


N advertifement appeared in fome of the papers about 
four months ago, re{peéting a young lady who difape 
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peared from her friends, and of whom nothing was heard for 

a confiderable‘time, except a letter from the lady herfelf, 
Rtating that fhe was well, but in confinement, and unable to 

defcribe where or by whom detained. 

This of courfe excited her friends, who had before given 
her over for loft, conceiving fhe had met with fome untimely 
death, to. renew their fearch ; but every means taken to dif- 
cover the place of her feclufion proved equally unfuccefs. 
ful as before the receipt of the letter. But, on the evening 
of the 25th of Auguft, to the great furprife and joy of her 
friends, fhe returned home, apparently in good health and 
tolerable fpirits, though it appears by the following narrative, 
which is nearly in her own words, that fhe had been clofely 
confined in one room ever fince the evening fhe difappeared : 

She ftates, that one evening in April laft, as fhe was pafling 
alorig through Whitcomb-ftreet, leading to Hedge-lane, two 
men feized her by the arms, and one, putting a piftol to her 
head, fwore he would blow her brains out if fhe made the 
leaft noife ; the fudden fright caufed her to make a momen- 
tary ftruggle, and turning her head fhe perceived a third 
man, who aflifted to hold her, and inftantly a handkerchief 
was tied before her eyes, and fhe was conveyed to a coach, 
which fhe conceives muft have been ready in waiting for the 
purpofe, not hearing it called. That after being in the coach 
a fhort time (which drove very furioufly), fhe attempted to 
cry out for afliftance, when one of them put the piftol again 
to her mouth, repeating his threats of fhooting her, which 
terrified her fo much, that fhe fainted away, and remembers 
nothing further till fhe recovered ; and the bandage being 
removed from her eyes, fhe found herfelf ina room with the 
two men and an elderly woman, who were ftanding over 
her ; but finding her mouth and clothes bloody, fhe afked 
them if it was their intention to murder her, to which they 
replied it was not their wifh or direétions to do her the 
Imalleft- injury, and lent her every aid towards ftopping the 
blood that came from her mouth, owing to one of her teeth 
having beer forced out when the pifiol was put to her mouth 
in the coach; this, however, fhe attributes to accident more 
than deficn. 

--Dhe men.thortly. difappeared, after briefly informing her, 
that fhe was brought there by the order of a gentleman, and 
taking with them the'contents of her pockets, about feven 
pounds in money, and a gown piece which fhe had juft pur- 
thafed. 
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-On the departure of the men, fhe interrogated the woman, 
who alfo faid, that fhe was brought there by.the dire&tion of 
a, gentleman, who was determined to have her; that fhe 
would fhortly fee him, and in the mean time would. be treated 
with the greateft re{peét, and fupplied with every neceffary, 
the gentleman having left one hundred pounds to provide 
her with any thing fhe might ftand in need of, being aware of 
the inconvenience fhe muft labour under; from the want of 
linen, &c. She, however, refufed to atcept of any thing, 
and during her confinement, borrowed fome trifling articles 
of the old woman, while her own were wafhed. 

Day after day paffed on, and no gentleman appeared ; one 
of the men frex quently came there, and convyerfed with the 
old woman, birt nothing tranfpired from their converfation, 
either to give her the ledft idea‘of the motives for her being 
thus arent away, or‘at’ the inftigation of whom, though they 
Rill perf¢vered in’ the fame flory of the gentleman’ s ‘being 
determined to have her. 

The room in which fhe was ‘confined was very {mall, and 
the windows, which were flrongly barred with iron, looking 
againft a brick wall,’in all probability a back room ‘under 
ground, as fhe heard very httle noife, except the firing of 
guns. 

Things paffed on in ‘this manner till the 25th of Auguf, 
when juft about ‘dark thé two men came to the houfe together, 
and informed her that her captivity was at an end, the geri- 
tleman being fo extremely _ il], that it was doubtful whether 
he would be evér able to marry any one, therefore had'or- 
dered them to reftore her to her friends ; then giving hér 
back the money and gown piece they took from hér, which 
they begged her to fee was all right, bound a handkerchief 
over her eyes, and led her upa number ot fteps to the ftreet, 


‘put her.into fome carriagé, which fhe afterwards difcovered 


to be a fingle-horfe chaife, and after being driven about for 
the {pace for an hour, fhe was fet down juft as the watchman 
was going ten o’clock, in Gower-ftreet, the handkerchief 
being firft taken from her eyes, and the men politely handing 
her out, faid—** God blefs you, Madam ; good night ;” and 
inftantly drove off full {peed. : 
Recovering in a few moments from the furprife of this 
extraordinary. condu@, fhe inquired in what part of the town 
fhe was, and being informed, proceeded as faft as poflible to 
ftreet, whofe feelings at 
feeing her fo unexpeétedly are better ‘conceived than de- 
fcribed, Not the {malleft clue. at, prefent remains that is 
2 M 2 likely 
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likely to unravel this my fterious tranfa&tion, the precautidns 
taken by the men who feized'the lady preventing ‘her having 
the moft diftant idea to what part of ‘the town fhe was carried, 
Time alone may perhaps bring it to light. 

The lady ‘in‘queftidn is of a very tefpeétable ‘family in 
Warwickthire, atid was on a vifit to her brother ‘in town, 
Bhe is avery genteelpleafing figure. 





Further inter fing Particulars ref{petting the Travels and 
Difcoveries of Mr. Park.* 


HE town of Jarra, is fituated in the kingdom of Luda- 
mar, a Moorith country, of which it is not known that 
any account has ever been given in any of the languages of 
Europe. The town itfelf is extenfive, and the houfes are 
built of clay and ftone intermixed ; but the major part of the 
inhabitants are negroes from the borders of the fouthern 
fates, who prefer a precarious proteftion under the Moors, 
which they purchafe by a tribute, to being continually ex- 
pofed:to their predatory hoftilities. 

During his ftay at Jarra, Mr. Park refided at the houfe of 
a Saltee trader, named Daman, who was known to Dr. Laid- 
‘Jey. .By him Mr. Park was informed that he could proceed 
‘no farther on his way to Bambara, without leave from Ali, 
the Moorifh Chief or King of the country, who was then 
encamped at a place called Benowm, and that it was 
abfolutely neceflary that a prefent fhould accompany the ap- 
plication hy which permiffion was to be obtained. ‘Mr. 
Park therefore purchafed five garments of country cloth, by 
‘the fale of one of his fowling pieces. Daman undertook to 
‘megociate the bufinefs, and at the end of a fortnight per- 
miffion arrived from Benowm. 

This permiffion was brought by one of Ali’s own flaves, 
who.faid he was ordered to ferve Mr. Park as a guide to 
Bambara ; and on the twenty-feventh of February he took 

this departure from Jarra, accompanied by this flave, his own 
faithful boy, and a negro belonging to Daman ; the inter- 
preter refufing to proceed any farther. 

On the third day after his departure from Jarra they 
reached a large town called Deena ; on entering which Mr. 
Park was furrounded by many of the Moorifh inhabitants, 

who 


© Vide Page 5. 
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who haraffed him with fhouts of infults, {pit in his face, and 
feized his baggage, which they robbed of ‘what things they 
fancied. He got refuge, at length, inthe houfe of a negro ; 
and after experiencing much difficulty in perfuading his at- 
tendants to proceed any farther, he fet out omthe fecond day 
for Sampaka. Here he procured lodging at the houfe of a 
negro, who underftood the art of making gunpowder. The 
nitre was‘obtained in confiderable quantities. frdm ‘the 
{wamps or ponds, which are filled in the rainy feafon,-and to 
which the cattle refort in the heat of the day for coolnefs. 
As the water of thefe ponds is flowly exhaled by the fun, 
the nitre appears in a white eflorefcence on the mud, and is 
carefully {craped off in the form of fmall cryftals, Sulphur 
is purchafed of the Moors, and the feveral ingredients are 
blended together in fuch proportions as experience has fhewn 
will anfwerthe purpofe; though the powder thus made is far 
inferior to that of Europe. 

On'the morning of the feventhof March, Mr. Park had 
reached a {mall village called Sami, within two days. journey 
of Goomba, the frontier town of Bambara; and was refting 
himfelf in the hut of a friendly negro, pleafed with the 
hopes. of being foon out of danger, when he was alarmed by 
the arrival of two Moors, wlio announced that they came by 
order of Ali to convey him to the camp at Benowm. They 
added, that, if he confented to go with them ‘peaceably, he 
had nothing to fear ; but that, if he refufed, they had orders 
tocatry him by force. 

Finding entreaty and refiftance equally fruitlefs, for the 
meflengers were joined by others all of them armed, our 
traveller, guarded by the Moors and accompanied by the 
negro boy (Daman’s negro having made his efcape on feeing 
the Moors, and the flave fent by Ali having previoufly lett 
him on the road) fet out on the evening of the fame day for 
the camp of Benowm, which after a diftreffing journey, they 
approached on the twelfth. It prefented to the eye a multi- 
tude of dirty-looking tents, fcattered without order over a 
large {pace of ground ; and among the tents were feen herds 
of camels, bullocks, and goats. 

The arrival at the camp of ‘a white man was no fooner made 
known, than all the: people who were drawing water at the 
wells threw down their buckets, thofe in the tents mounted 
their horfes, ‘and men, women, and children. came running or 
galloping towards him. He foon found himfelf ‘furrounded 
with fuch crowds that he could hardly walk ;—one ‘pulled 
off his cloaths—another took off his hat—a third ftopped 
him 
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him to examine his waiftcoat buttons—and a fourth called 
out “ La tlla ill Allahi, Mahomed rafowl Allahi,’* and 
fignified, ina threatening manner, that he muft repeat thefe 
words. Heat length reached the tent of the King, whom 
he found fitting upon a black leather cufhion, clipping .a few 
hairs from his upper lip, while a female attendant.held up.a 
Iooking-glafs before him : There were many other. females 
in thetent. The King appeared to be an old man of the 
Arab caft, with a long white beard. He had a fullen and 
imdignant afpe&t, and looking at our traveller with attention, 
enquired of the Moors if he could {peak Arabic ; but being 
anfwered inthe negative, he appeared much furprifed,. and 
continued filent. 

The furrounding attendants, and particularly the ladies, 
were far more curious and inquifitive. They afked a 
thoufand queftions, infpected every part of Mr. Park’s 
apparel, fearched his pockets, and obliged him to unbutton 
his waiftcoat and difplay the whitenefs of his fkin, &c. 
‘They even counted his toes and fingers, as if they doubted 
whether he was in truth a human being. When the curiofity 
of the ladies was in fome meafure fatisfied, he was conduéted 
to the tent of Ali’s chief {lave ; into which, however, he 
was not permitted to enter, nor allowed to touch any thing 
belonging to it. He requefted fomething to eat, and fome 
boiled corn, with falt and water, was at length fent him in a 
wooden bowl, and a mat was f{pread out onthe fand before 
the tent, on which he paffed the night, furrounded by the 
curious multitude.’ A hut was afterwards ereéted, in which 
he was confined and ftriétly guarded, 


* There is no god but God, and Mahomet is his prophet. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS,, 
For AUGUST, 1798." 


- & HE moft interefting event of the month of Auguft was 

the landing of a French force, comparatively {peaking 
enconfiderable, at Killala, in Ireland. Few circumitances 
can be confidered as more fortunate than that the Executive 
Direftory of France, notwithftanding their decided malignity 
to Great Britain, and their utmoft efforts to injure and diftrefs 
her, were unable at an earlier period to form a junétion with 
the Irifh rebels. The rebellion in that kingdom was truly 
ferious and formidable ; and had a force arrived from France 
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in timeto afhift the Irifh infurgents, the event might have rea- 
fonably filled the minds of the moft refpeétable part of the 
community with ferious apprehenfions. But the judicious 
condu& of the Marquis Cornwallis, his diftinguifhed and 
highly-deferved popularity, and the little countenance the 
French have received from the people of Ireland, on whofe 
afiftance they placed the firmeft reliance, afford a very 
pleafing prof{peét as to the refult. 

Affairs on the continent remain ftill in a ftate of uncer- 
tainty. The French feem to be much alarmed at the de- 
cided hoftility which America has fhewn to them on account 
of the depredations they have committed on the commerce 
of the United States, whofe friendly conduét to Great 
Britain has excited in their minds. the livelieft jealoufy. 
This circumftance may, perhaps, induce them to behave with 
more moderation to other powers, and teach them that their 
fyftem of plunder, and their attempts to revolutionize other 
fates, muft finally terminate in the defeat of their moft fa- 
vourite fchemes, if not in the reftoration of a limited mo- 
narchy—an event we confider as moft ardently to be wifhed 
for, as not only that which would render France happy, but 
alfo be propitious to the peace and profperity of Creat Bri- 
tain, of Europe, and of the world in general. 

The public have been highly interefted in the expedition 
of Buonaparte for fome weeks paft. If he fhould be able 
to make good his janding at Alexandria, that eyent would 
prefent fo many new relations, that we fhould fcarcely know 
where to begin, were we to enter into fo wide a field of con- 
templation. We might, however, reduce the probable 
views of Buonaparte, and thofe with whom he aéts in con- 
cert, to two heads ; his views in Europe, and his views in 
Afia. If he is oppofedby the Turks, in Egypt, this will be 
a reafon for the French fleet, in its return, to revolutionize 
the Morea, join Paffowan Oglou, and republicanize Poland. 
This fyftem would of courfe excite the holtility and re- 
fiftance of the Emperor. The French would reckon on 
this, and being at open war with the Emperor, would no 
longer keep any terms with the King of Naples, whofe 
fifing marine wil] inevitably draw upon that kingdom the 
dire&torial grafp, in the fame manner as the marine of 
Venice invited the overthrow of that ancient republic. All 
this, it will be faid, fuppofes a fyfiem of operations too ex- 
tenfive to be executed by Buonaparte in perfon, or the force 
at prefent immediately under his command. True, he cans 
not-be beth in India and Europe; and his prefent force, 
though 
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though great, muft foon fall before other enemies, if it fhould 
efcape the deftruétion of fire and fword. But the prefent 
expedition of Buonaparte isonly a part of a plan concerted 
with the Direftory, for the eftablifhment of univerfal 
dominion, on the ruins of all the remaining governments of 
Europe. 

It isa queflion with fome, whether it be, in reality, after 
all, intended to proceed to indie. ce whether the ambition and 
policy of France will not be fatisfied, at leaft for fome time, 
with the conqueft, colonization, and improvement of Egy pt. 
It appears, however, probable to us, that India is the real] 
deftination of Buonaparte’s expedition. This is not a 
ftrange and novel idea inthe councils of France, varying in 
internal government, but uniform in external ambition. "We 
learn from the Marquis de Bouille’s memoirs, and other do- 
cuments of equal authenticity, though lefs public, that a 
fimilar defign was formed again{ft India, by France, after the 
conclufion of the American war. The prefent plan feems 
to be the fame, with this difference, that it is not only to be 
attempted, like the former, in the track of Nadir Shaw, trom 
Perfiato Delhi, but partly through the Red Sea and Perfian 
Gulph. The difficulties and dangers to be encountered in 
the paffage of the French army to India have been often 
flated to the public, and are, indeed, fufficiently obvious. 
We fhall for the prefent wave all confideration of thefe, and 
fuppofe it arrived, though greatly reduced in numbers, as it 
muit be, and as is perceived by the provident General in 
India. The obftacles to their fuccefs in that country would 
be infurmountable, if our political and military chiefs fhould 
not (which there is not any reafon to apprehend) be egre- 
gioully deficient in forefight, aétivity, prudence, and addrefs. 

It will readily occur, that Buonaparte is fully as well 
acquainted with the arts ‘of practifing on the paflions ef men 
as any of our chiefs; true, but he has not equal means. 
There is no treafure that he could amafs by fpoliation, that 
could long maintain a conteft with our eftablifhed public 
credit in India, which unites fo many claffes and tribes in the 
fupport of government, and is fo great, and almoit inex- 
hauilible a fund of wealth. There is no treafure that the 
French invaders of India could carry along with them equal 
to this ; no, not even the treafuresof Mecca. And if. they 
thould violate the tomb, and the authority of the prophet, 
how could they expeét the favour of Tippoo, and the other 


Mohammedan princes ? 
ANECDOTES 
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ANECDOTES of the date Mr. JENNENS. 


HE late Mr. Jennens, # few days before his death, called 
his fteward, and complained that he had no money in his 
pocket, and that he was miierable for want of it. He faid nx 
was very hard for bim to remain without cafh in the houfe. 
Sir,” replied the fteward, there is a bag of 5000 guineas, 
which you gave me fome time ago, and out of which very 
little has been taken.” = Then give me what money you 
have about you.”” Hereceived four guineas, which he tofled 
and twirled about for fome time Jike a child: He then re- 
turned them to his fteward and faid, “* Money is no longer 
of ufe to me.” 

One generous a&ion of this Crocfus ought not to be un- 
noticed. Mr. Umfraville, the rector of Long Melford, was 
dangeroufly ill: Mr. Jennens one day afked his phyfician 
what was the nature of his diforder, and whether he was 
likely to recover? “ Sir,” replied the phyfician, “ his dif- 
order is in his mind, and stone but you can reftore him to 
life.” On further inquiry he found, that this worthy clergy - 
man had been, by various misfortunes, fo deeply involved 
in debt, that he could never extricate himfelf, or recover his 
peace of mind, and was coniequently faft finking into the 
grave. Mr. Jennens immediately difcharged all his debs, 
and reftored him to his family. 
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Anfwer, by R. Taylor, of Ca rgreen, to: F. B. Chivers’s Ana- 
gram, inferted June 1 18, 


ONE the verb aright tran{fpofe, 
NODE ’s the word you will difclofe. 





y, of Exeter, to Mrs. Pilhington’s Cha. 
rade, inferted June 18, 


Anfwer, by E. T- 








The SEXTON notai figh doth Sah 
But tolls his knetl and digs his grave. 

*t* We have received the like anfwer from ee of 
Penryn; J. S. of Caeverell Magna; Tuomas Waicker, of 
Exeter; Walter Bickham, jun. of Athburton; T. Bullock, 
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of St. Columbe; T. Stick, of St. Dennis; W. Rennels, and 
R. Withecombe, jun. of Barnftaple. 





Anfwer, by T. Whicker, of Exeter, to W. Hoare’s Rebus, in. 





Serted Fune 25. 


HUS, fkilful youths, I now have trac’d. 
POMFRET, by piety much grac’d. 











An ANAGRAM, by G. Hazel, of Barnflaple. 
E gerts. an acid firft define, 
And next a confonant fubjoin ; 
Laftly tranfpofe, and then you'll view 
A curious {cience—now adieu. 
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A REBUS, by 7. Gidley, Fun. of Dean Prior. 


NGENIOUS bards, you’ll firft explain 
What every bard doth ftrive to gain; 
Intrepid next, records of fame 
Will long commemorate thy name; 
A Trojan next elucidate 
Who did, ’tis faid, prognoflicate ; 
A fam’d philofopher of yore 
Sagacious gentlemen explore; 
A bloody monarch then premife 
Who did his own fon faerifice ; 
Likewife that fullen time exprefs 
When we retire to take our ret ; 
A poet laft whofe works of tafte 
‘To readers give a rich repatt : 
If the initials you combine 
You'll inftantaneouily define 
A fam’d arithmetician’s name, 
Whofe works have gain’d him lafting fame. 
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*4% Corre[pondents fending queflions, enigmas, Se, are 





xpecled to fend with them their genuine folutzons, as others 
wife they will not beinferted. 
t#+ Poflage of letters muff be paid, 
* ~ 
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CHARACTER of BRITISH SEAMEN. 
By Mr. Pye, Poet-Laurecat. 


: IS not the oak, whofe hardy branches wave 
O’er Britain’s cliffs, and all her tempetts brave ; 

*Tis not the ore her iron bowels yield, 

The cordage growing on her fertile field, 

That form her naval frength—’ Tis the bold race 

Laughing at toil, and gay in danger’s tace; 

W ho quit with joy, when fame aad glory lead, 

Their richeft paiture and their greeneft mead, 

The periisof the ftormy deep to dare, 

And, jocund, own their deareft pleafures there. 

One common zeal the manly race infpires, 

One coinmon caufe each ardent bofom fires ; 

From tie bold youth, whofe agile limbs afcend 

The giddy matt when angry winds contend, 

And while the yard dips low its pointed arm, 

Clings to the cord, and fings amidit the ftorm ; 

To the exyerienc’d chief, who knows to guide 

The lab’ring veffel thro’ the rolling tide; 

Or, when contending fquadrons fierce engage, 

Direéts the battle’s thunder where to rage: 

All, all alike, with coo!, unfeign’d delight, 

Brave the tempeltuous gale, and court the fight. 


Britain! with jealous induftry maintain 
The facred fources of this gen’rous train ; 
Daring beyond what fable fings of old, 

Yet miid in conqueil, and humane as bold ; 
Now rufhiog on the toe with frown fevere, 

Now m»v’d to mercy by compaffion’s tear : 

Fierce, as the ruthlefs.clements they brave, 
When their wrong’d country calls them to the wave; 
Mild, as the iofteit breeze that fans thy ifle, 

When footh’d by peace, and wooing beauty’s {mile. 

Ne’er fromthe lap of luxury and eaie 

Shall ipring the hardy warrior of the feas ; 

A toiliome youth the mariner mutt form, 

Nurs’d on the wave, and cradled in the ftorm. 


———. 





Jo a FRIEND oa 4is MARRIAGE, 


N thee, bleft youth! a father’s hand confers 
The maid thy earliefl, fondeft wihhes knew, 


Each 
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Each foft enchantment of the foul is her’s ; 
Thine be the joys to firm attachment due. 


As on fhe moves with befitating grace, 
She wins affurance fram his foothing voice ! 

And, with a look the pencil could not trace, 
Smiles thro’ her bluthes, and confirms the choice. 


Spare the fine tremors of her feeling frame ! 
To thee the turns—forgive a virgin’s fears ! 

To thee fhe turns with fureft, tendereft claim ; 
Weakneis that charms, reluctance that endearsi 


At each reiponfe the facred rite requires, 
From her full bofom burifts the unbidden figh. 
A ftrange, myfterious awe the {cene infpires ; 
And on her lips the trembling accents die. 


O’er her fair face what wild emotions play ! 

What lights and fhades in fweet confafica blend ! 
Soon fhal! they fly, glad harbiagers of day, 

And fettled fanfhine on her foul defcend ! 


Ah foon, thine own confeit, ecftatic thought ! 
That hand fhal! ftrew each flinty path with flowers; 
And thofe blue eyes, with mildeft luftre fraught, 
Gild the calm current of domeftic hours! 





LINES ceritten i2n SHENSTONE’s LEASOWES, 


By Mr. Morr, of Cambridge. 


S it friendthip that thus, on my heart, 
Impreffes both forrow and joy? 

How I figh, with regret, to depart 

From the fcenes that I ne’er can enjoy ! 
For thefe hills are enliven’d no more 

With the found from loft Corydcon’s tongue ; 
And the vallies were never fo poor 

Of flow’rets, that bloom’d when he furg ; 


How languid the woedbines appear, 
That laugh’d with the breeze as it ftray’d ' 
And the lily is pearI’d with a tear, 
As it droops in his favourite fhade. 
Sigh, figh, ye foft gales, in de!pair; 
Ye ftreams, in fad murmurs complain ; 
For genius can never repair 
Che lofs of your favourite fwain ! 
O’er the grave of fimplicity’s child 
Tie kiffes of nature thail flray, 
To nour.th the flow’r that’s wilds 
lo add the freth bicfioms of May, 
And pity fhal! oftentimes rove, 
Unattended by envy or care, 
To loiter 19 Corydon’s grove, 
And crown what he iov’d wjth a tear. 
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